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News & Updates For  

 The Week Of  
 

December 2, 2009 

 

Second Sunday of 

ADVENT 

December 6 

Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Ruth Hamilton 

Preaching 

Jim Gehrke & 

Vyllorya Evans 

Lay Leaders 

Cleveland Chandler Jr. 

Violin 

Harry Stock 

Social Host 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday, December 7 
Tinaõs Bluz 

Earnestine Jackson, Oren Polik, 
Ron Worthy, Akbar Sharrieff, 

LevesterHailey 
Blues Monday 

6-9pm 

JESSE TREE AT WESTMINSTER 
Create One for Your Home 
This year, we thank Gene and Bonnie Harris, for donating a tree 
to the church.  On December 13, as part of our Potluck Lunch we 
will decorate the tree  using biblical symbolsɂthat makes it a 
Ȱ*ÅÓÓÅ 4ÒÅÅȢȱ  4ÈÅ *ÅÓÓÅ 4ÒÅÅ ÉÓ Á ÕÎÉÑÕÅ !ÄÖÅÎÔ ÔÒÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ 
very useful and fun for remembering the Bible story at Christ-
mas time. The Jesse Tree represents the family tree, or geneal-
ogy of Jesus Christ. It tells the story of God's salvation plan from 
creation and throughout the Old Testament, to the coming of 
the Messiah. The name comes from Isaiah 11:1, "Then a shoot 
will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
will bear fruit." (NASB)   All at once or each day of Advent a 
homemade ornament is added to the Jesse Tree, a small tree 
made of evergreen branches. These symbolic ornaments can 
each represent a prophecy foretelling of Christ. Other variations 
include creating ornaments that represent the ancestors in the 
lineage of Christ, or using the various  symbols of Christianity as 
handmade ornaments, i.e. rainbow, ladder, cross, crown, etc.  

New Member Sunday and  
Congregational Potluck 

December 13 
Come greet eight new members, 

share a potluck brunch, and deco-
rate the Jesse Tree (see below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 4 
òEverybody Loves Jackie!ó 

Arthur Prysock Tribute  
Jackie Hairston, Michael Hairston, 

Percy Smith, Vernon Wolst 

Jazz Night 
6-9pm 

This Second Sunday of Advent we consider the power of memory 
and the central Christian work of telling and retelling the story of 
faith.  We also come the Table of communion where Jesus has 
ÕÒÇÅÄ ÕÓ ÔÏ ȰÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÍÅȢȱ  7ÈÁÔ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓ 
are you having this Advent?  What is the Spirit trying to remind 
you?  Listen to the Spirit! 

Come Celebrate the Creative Spirit 
Westminster Community Art Show 
Saturday, December 12, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
!ÌÌ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÓȟ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÁÓ ÁÎ ȰÁÒÔÉÓÔȱ ÏÒ ÎÏÔȟ ÁÒÅ 
invited to come, show some of your work and talk with each 
other about the joys and challenges of creativity.  Refreshments 
will be provided courtesy of SW Renaissance, our mission and 
cultural development arm. 
If you plan to bring work to exhibit, please email or call the office 
so preparations for exhibit space can be made. 
We look forward to seeing your work.   
This is an Open House format and people are welcome to come 
and go. 

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and 
a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  (Isaiah 11:1 

http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/jesusgenealogy.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/jesusgenealogy.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/jesuschrist.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newamericanstan.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/jesusgenealogy.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/symbolspictures/ig/Christian-Symbols-Glossary/Chi-Rho.htm


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday  12/05 9:00-11:30am Officer-Elect Training   

                                    ( James Creek Resident Council Conference Room 100 N St. SW )  

   10:00-4:00pm DC Area Service Com.  Mtg. 

Sunday  12/06 11:00am  2nd Sunday of Advent 

Monday  12/07 6:00-9:00pm Blue Monday Blues 

Wednesday 12/09 2:30-8:00pm Wellness Wednesday 

   7:00-8:00pm N.A. 

Friday  12/11 6:00-9:00pm Jazz Night in Southwest 

Saturday  12/12 2:00 5:00pm WPC Community Art Show 

Sunday  12/13 11:00am  3rd Sunday of Advent;  

     New Member Sunday 

   12:00pm  POTLUCK 

Monday  12/14 6:00-9:00pm Blue Monday Blues 

Tuesday  12/15 6:00pm  Safeway Task Force Meeting 

Wednesday 12/16 2:30pm  Revelation Study 

   2:30-8:00pm Wellness Wednesday 

   7:00-8:00pm N.A. 

Friday  12/17 6:00-9:00pm Jazz Night in Southwest 

Saturday  12/19 1:00-3:00pm Thinking About Jazz 

Sunday  12/20 11:00am  4th Sunday of Advent 

     Christmas Joy Offering 

Monday  12/21 6:00-9:00pm Blues Monday 

Wednesday 12/23 2:30-8:00pm Wellness Wednesday 

   7:00-8:00pm N.A. 

Thursday  12/24 7:30pm  Candlelight Communion Svc. 

Friday  12/25   Christmas ( NO JAZZ NIGHT )  

SOUTHWEST RENAISSANCE  

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (SRDC)  

BROAD-BASED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
The ministry of Westminster entails  many different aspects and engages members in particular ways.  Paul tells us 

we all have different gifts and must use what God has given us in service to God and others.  Such a diversity of 

interests and skills offers us the opportunity to all be engaged and to celebrate the many ways we serve.  Likewise, 

our community outreach efforts take various forms and all are encouraged to consider how we can be more effec-

tive as we move out into the community with different people, issues and strategies.  SRDC has embraced a par-

ticular methodology for doing community outreach that emphasizes broad-based community development.  There is 

an assumption here that real community is not built so much by a process of benevolences and gifts as by invest-

ments in each other; not a benign paternalism as much as intentional and mutually-beneficial partnerships; not so 

much ñdoing forò as ñdoing with.ò  Every person has a need to be connected; some for the 

end of income enhancement; others for the end of meaningful engagement and personal 

understanding.  SRDC has articulated this form of community development in four ways: 

economic, cultural, social and human development.  We all find ourselves in that picture 

with a surplus in some areas and shortages in others.  A healthy community will be actively 

engaged in addressing all four.  Some of us need help with finding jobs, some creative ex-

pression, some social engagement, some in enhancement of individual wellness.  Wherever 

we find ourselves, we affirm that all have strengths and virtues.  So we begin with asset-

based, versus need-based development.  Weôre all in this family picture together. 

ðRev Brian Hamilton, SRCD President 

Prayers of the People  

From Patti: Wishes of health & happiness to 

celebrate Betty Brown's 92nd birthday.   Giving 

thanks for all the family community that we 

celebrate Thanksgiving with.   

Our long distance member, Joyce Morrison, 

asks for prayers of healing for Kirby.  

For Lisa Blake, suffering from a migraine Sun-

day.  

For George Kerrôs father nearing the end of his 

life; for George and family.  



Youôre receiving this email update because we believe 

youôre interested in keeping up with the Westminster 

Family.  If you would like to be removed from our mailing 

list, just send an email with ñUNSUBSCRIBEò in the sub-
ject line to sunny@westminsterdc.org  and we will not 

send you any more updates.  

 

Elder Cynthia Bolbach Unanimously Endorsed  

by the National Capital Presbytery as a candidate for  
Moderator of the 219th General Assembly  

of the Presbyterian Church (USA)  
 
ñI feel called to stand for Moderator to help our church ï proud inheritor of the Re-

formed tradition ï discern how best to proclaim the timeless Gospel message to a 

21 st century world that is multi -cultural and religiously pluralistic,ò Bolbach said. 

 

Bolbach, 61, is an attorney who serves as Executive Vice President and Corporate 

Secretary of BNA, Inc., a wholly employee -owned company that is the sole re-

maining independent U.S. publisher of specialized legal and regulatory information 

services. Bolbach has been active at all levels of the Presbyterian church.   She 

served as member, and then as chair, of National Capital Presbyteryôs Committee 

on Ministry. In 2003 she served NCP as its Interim General Presbyter.  She was 

Moderator of National Capital Presbytery in 2007, and chaired its Council in 2008.  

 

In 2006, she was appointed to the denominationôs Form of Government Task 

Force, and was elected its Co -Moderator. The Task Force was directed by the 217 th 

General Assembly to prepare a revised Form of Government that would enable and 

empower congregations and presbyteries to address the changing cultural, eco-

nomic, and societal challenges that face the church in the 21 st century. Bolbach 

continues as a member, and as Co -Moderator, of the  Task Force, which has pre-

sented its new proposed Form of Government for action by the 219 th General As-

sembly ( www.pcusa.org/formofgovernment/ ).  ñA proposed new Form of Govern-

ment is just one step among many that we must take to transform the church for 

the 21 st century,ò Bolbach said. ñWe need to stop thinking like bureaucrats and 

start acting like disciples. I want to help lead that transformation.ò 

Cindyôs Blog 
http://cindybolbach.com/  

A Presbyterian tradition for almost 70 years, the Christmas Joy Offering is 

one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of sup-

porting specific causes that help those in need.   December 20 is the desig-

nated Sunday for the Christmas Joy Offering at Westminster. 

Reading the Book of Revelation 
Dec. 9--chapters 15-18 

Dec. 16--chapters 19-22 
 

 Wednesdays, 2:30-3:30  
in the church office. 

Friends of Mrs. Roxanne 
Best are saddened by her 
passing on November l5, 
2009 at her SW residence.  
Although not a member, 

Mrs. Best  became a regular attendee at 
Westminster where her son, Jesse, was a 
member, and continued long after his un-
timely death.  A mother of l0 children, l7 
grandchildren and several "great grands", 
she was known and loved for her deep 
faith and strong influence on the lives of 
persons of all ages.  She became a pillar of 
a Mothers' Club formed to support a boys' 
drum group in which her son, Jesse, and 
grandson, Ernest, were star members. Our 
sincere love and sympathy are extended 
to the members of the Best family. 
(submitted by Blossom Athey whom Roxie 
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���K�H�U���´�E�H�V�W���I�U�L�H�Q�G���� 

mailto:sunny@westminsterdc.org

