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News & Updates For  

 The Week Of  
 

November 25, 2009 

 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, says Yahweh God, who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty (Rev.  1.8). 

THIS SUNDAY 

November 29:  

Special Music by  
Harpist  

Diana Marie Gibbs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monday, November 30 

Dr. S.O. Feelgood,  
Kenny Johnson, Mike Elam, 

Bill Bates 
Blues Monday 

6-9pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 27 
òBobby Felder Big Bandó 

Bobby Felder, Davey Yarborough, 
Jacques Johnson, Lorenz Wheatley, 

Alvin Trask, Keith Mathis,  
Michael Thomas, Doug Gilchrist, 

Wes Biles, Vince Smith,  
Ron Compton, David Cole 

Jazz Night 
6-9pm 
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New Member Sunday,  
Congregational Potluck 

Sunday, December 13 
~~ after worship ~~ 

Come greet new members, share a 
potluck brunch, and decorate the 

Christmas Tree donated by  
Gene and Bonnie Harris! 

 

Worship:  First Sunday of Advent 
Last week officially ended the Christian liturgical 
year and we begin a new cycle of the Christian 
story with the first Sunday of Advent.   
 
Create your own Advent wreath at home ñfour can-
dles in a circle with a candle in the middle symbol-
izing Christ .  Light one each week as you prepare 
to celebrate Godõs coming into the world.  
  
Read Luke 21: 35 -36 and Revelation 12 in prepara-
tion for the service.  Vivian Fowler will be the Lay 
Leader.  We will enjoy the heavenly sound of the 
harp as we consider the great story of the Celestial 
Woman and the Dragon.  Come, bring your energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love!  

 

 

 

 

Thursday  11/26   Thanksgiving Day; Office Closed 

Friday  11/27 6:00 9:00pm Jazz Night in SW 

Sunday  11/29 11:00am  First Sunday of Advent  

Tuesday  12/01 6:30 9:30pm Capital Park IV Annual Meeting 

Saturday  12/05 9:00-11:30am Officer Elect Training 

   10:00 4:00pm DC Area Service Comm.  Mtg.  

   2:00 6:00pm Paul Robeson Vocal Competition 

Sunday  12/06 11:00am  Advent II Communion Guest 

     violinist 

   2:00 6:00 Paul Robeson Vocal Competition 

Thurs  12/10 6:30-8:30  Session-Deacon Festive  

     Gathering 

Saturday  12/12 2:00 5:00pm Community Art Show 

Sunday  12/13 11:00  Advent III;  9:45 New Member 

     Session; Worship and Potluck 

     Lunch for all 

Tuesday  12/15 6:00pm  Safeway Task Force Meeting 

Thursday  12/24 7:30pm  Candlelight Communion Service 

http://www.the-harpist.com


Youôre receiving this email update 
because we believe youôre interested 
in keeping up with the Westminster 

Family.  If you would like to be  
removed from our mailing list, just 
send an email with ñUNSUBSCRIBEò 

in the subject line to 
sunny@westminsterdc.org   
and we will not send you  

any more updates.  

Reading the Book of Revelation 
Join us as we ñtake back the Book of Revela-
tion!ò on designated Wednesdays, 2:30-3:30 
p.m. (in the church office).   We are reading 
aloud several chapters at a time (see Rev. 
1.3),  The emphasis of the time together is on 
hearing the words out loud and sharing our 
insights, questions, and application to our own 
lives.  After a break Thanksgiving week, we 
will continue to meet over the next three 
Wednesdays.  
 

    Dec. 2--chapters 11-14 
    Dec. 9--chapters 15-18 
    Dec. 16--chapters 19-22 
 

 I do hope you will come and participate in 

these readings.  
 

In Christ the Lamb, 
Ruth 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO WESTMINSTERõS 
NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS 

 

Elders:  
Iden McCollum, John Hammer, Lloyd Jordan 

Deacons: 
SaVanna Wanzer, Mary Edgewood, Linda Ford 

Community Photography & Art Show and Open House  

Saturday, December 12   2:00 ñ5:00pm   WestminsterDC  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Come see Jazz Photographers  

Sheryl Adams, David Brown, Bill Hall & John Gleaves  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Community Artists:  You are Invited!  

Come set up a display and share your artwork.  

Artist sales are welcome.  

For information or to reserve your space,  

contact Rev. Ruth or the Church Office.  

SOUTHWEST RENAISSANCE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (SRDC)  

FROM THE BEGINNING 
 

The Session & Board Members of Southwest Renaissance have acknowledged our need to better communicate the various ac-

tivities, plans and visions that inspire us to work as we do within our community and the larger D.C. metropolitan area.  Upcom-

ing editions of this update will try to do just that.  SRDC is a ministry of Westminster.  It is an innovative way of doing commu-

nity outreach and has been structured to help us be effective in our ongoing work. 
 

SRDC was chartered in May 1997 after a lengthy legal and strategic review with great help of Covington & Burling law firm.  It 

received IRS tax exemption later that year.  Various models of non-profit structure and process were studied before we commit-

ted to our own.  Some core principles driving our thinking back then continue to motivate us today:   

 

ðWe affirm the sanctity of all persons; the innate and potential capacity and creativity often hidden in our community;  

ðWe take seriously the struggles of the poor among us; the oppressive nature of poverty which sometimes is manifest in 

self-destructive behavior (as ñinternalized oppression ñoften is known); 

ðA vision for building real community wherein many skills of us who thrive 

in the social/economic mainstream are transferred to others  of us through crea-

tive partnerships and resource sharing; 

ðPre-eminently, we affirm a development model often expressed in the wis-

dom of our African forbearers who claim this:  when you give a person a fish 

they eat for a day; when you teach a person to fish they eat for a lifetime.   

 

As a faith-based enterprise, we anticipate the day when all our basic needs are met and 

we can sit at table together in true communion, confessing our unity in God our crea-

tor.  When all are filled, perhaps we can then move on to honest discussions about who 

actually owns the pond.  Much more to followé. Rev. Brian Hamilton, SRDC Pres. 

mailto:sunny@westminsterdc.org


A Note from Linda Goodman 
  

I hope this finds everyone doing well! 

  

The Foreign Service has chosen Lagos, Nigeria (coast of Western Africa) for my first post.  My tentative departure date is January 7, 2010!!  I'm glad 

I'll be able to spend the holidays with Dad and get the chance to come up to NY before I leave. 
  

I will be working in the Consular Section/Office as an OMS (Office Management Specialist) where they issue visas and passports.  I will also have the 

opportunity to work with my fomer State Department Bureau OBO (Overseas Buildings Operations) during a relocation of offices. 

  

What else do I know so far... we received our flags yesterday, my swearing-in ceremony is Friday, it's a large office of 400+ people (24/7 Marine guards), 

I'll be learning things that are completely new to me, housing is guarded, spacious and beautiful, the United Church of Christ (yea Mt. Sinai) 

and Church World Services are very prominent in the country, I'll be spoiled and one means of transportation to work is by boat!  Yes, this is consid-

ered a "hardship" post, it will be a challenge for my first time, but as I've been told from the beginning -- you can handle it, you make the best of it and 

it's only for 2 years.  Spoken so well and truthfully from the man who hired me almost 2 years ago; a Senior Foreign Service Officer of 25 

years.  Sounds like Gertie too! 

  

The first three weeks have been a whirlwind of orientation to the Foreign Service; the next three weeks will be specialist training and then online and 

ground courses that are needed until I leave.  I'll keep you all posted! 

  

Be well, thanks and blessings to you all! 

Love, Linda 

ezma13@hotmail.com 

 

ps...I apologize in advance if you don't receive immediate replies from me.  There's a lot to get done in the next 60 days!! Wish me luck! 

On Turning  

by Jack Reimer, Rabbi from Florida  
 

Now is the time for turning.  

The leaves are beginning to turn from green to red and 

orange.  

The birds are beginning to turn and are heading once 

more toward the South.  

The animals are beginning to turn to storing their food for 

the winter.  

For leaves, birds and animals, turning comes instinctively.  

But for us turning does not come so easily.  

It takes an act of will for us to make a turn. It means 

breaking with old habits.  

It means admitting that we have been wrong; and that is 

never easy.  

It means losing face; it means starting all over again;  

and this is always painful.  

It means saying: I am sorry.  

It means recognizing that we have the ability to change.  

These things are hard to do.  

But unless we turn, we will be trapped forever in yester-

day's ways.  

[May we learn to] turn ï from callousness to sensitivity, 

from hostility to love, from pettiness to purpose, from 

envy to contentment, from carelessness to discipline, from 

fear to faith.  
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