
Jazz 

By Nejla Izadi  

 

I adore those hours we spend 

together. 

Two three four of them 

every second Friday of the month 

at Reverend Brian's I St. church, 

a Cubist reminder of days past. 

We drive by a happy old man— 

a fitting prelude— 

an old man with a fedora and a trumpet, 

a beat and nothing else. 

We walk quickly— 

Poppi takes two steps to my four. 

Inside the great white church 

the music flows, 

My dad listens, he understands. 

Random men with wrinkly chocolate faces 

and vintage lime-green suits 

step in time as they give him 

twinkle-eyed glances. 

They know he knows. 

Gold lips whoop and holler and 

shout “Amen!” 

for every solo. 

Poppi nudges me, telling me 

this 

is soul. 

Fat fingers clap to the beat, 

the same beat I keep—meekly. 

I look and I listen, 

But I can’t feel. 

I just sit next to Poppi and enjoy, 

only three two one more hour.  

You’re receiving this email update because we believe 
you’re interested in keeping up with the Westminster 

Family.  If you would like to be removed from our mail-
ing list, just send an email with “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the 

subject line to sunny@westminsterdc.org  
and we will not send you any more updates. 
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News & Updates For 
 The Week Of 

 

January 13, 2010 

 

Rev. Brian Hamilton, Co-Pastor 
beh@westminsterdc.org 
 

Rev. Ruth Hamilton, Co-Pastor 
rwh@westminsterdc.org 
 

Sunny Simmons, Admin 
sunny@westminsterdc.org 

Prayers of the People  
From Yummy Tyler: Prayers of Thanksgiving for my ever -
faithful Westminster Family. Thank God for growth through 
trials. Forgiving is not that hard!! From Louis Lance: Prayers 
for my brother Gary and his wife on the birth of my nephew 
Wayne on Thursday. From Linda Ford: Prayers for my best 
friend and the recovery of her 2 -year-old son and her brother 
after kidney transplant surgery. God bless them and keep them 
in good health. From Nicla & Anne: Prayers for all the family 
we celebrated with in Italy, and in hopes that we return soon 
again. Prayers for the Willis family and Allan Willis who went 
home 12/30/09.  
 

For the people of Haiti and all who can help.  

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 17 
Thanks to all who took part in last Sundayõs òworkshopó in 
which we were active stewards of Westminsterõs ministry. We 
reflected on what we want to Achieve, Keep, Avoid, and Elimi -
nate. The Session found the responses extremely helpful in set-
ting a course for the year(See attached files).  
 
This week we will think about finances and our faith. Brianõs 
sermon is called òImpactó and will help us look at the power of 
our financial choices. Pledge cards will be distributed and 
mailed to those who cannot attend the service.  
 
On the 24th after worship there will be time to join one of the 
new committees being formed based on the work of Jan. 10. 
Thank you again for being great stewards of your faith. RWH  

Jazz Night in Southwest 11th Anniversary Celebration  
Friday, January 17, 2010 6:00 - 9:00pm  

Vince Smith, piano; Antonio Parker, sax; Herm Burney, bass; 
 DeAndre Howard, trumpet; Nasar Abadey, drumsé  

and many more musicians!  
 

Come celebrate 11 years, 605 nights 
of great music and great community 
that have brought wonderful people 

into the life of this congregation.  
 

Enjoy lots of jazz standards  
with guest vocalists.  

 
An on-going visual presentation will 
tell the story of this ground-breaking 
ministry -- a marriage of a creative 

church and a creative art form.  
 

No door charge for  
Westminster members.  

Thank you for your support 
                     of Jazz Night!  

 

 

Hatha yoga with 
Alex Rosen 

Claire Trivedi leads 
laughter yoga.  

Maurice Boyd is a 
regular. Ask him 

about it.  

Monday, January 18 
Jacques òSaxmanó 

Johnson, 
Little Margie Clark, 

Bobby Felder,  
Jacques Johnson, Jr., 
Les Campbell, Andy 

Hamburger  
Blues Monday 

6-9pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POETS AND PARTNERS  
The poem to the left was written by Nejla 
Izadi, the daughter of Aki and Mehrdad 
Pezeshki. They are the couple who came to 
the Art Show. He is an architect and she is 
a structural engineer. They have offered 
their assistance as we pursue an addition 
to the building for accessible restrooms, 
elevator and more.  
 
Their daughter won the gold medal in Po-
ÅÔÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÐÉÅÃÅ Ȱ*ÁÚÚȱ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Virginia High School League Writing Com-
petition.  
 
Rev. Ruth and John DiNapoli will be taking 

Jim Cawley and Patti Macie will be bringing 
along 12 young people and their 3 leaders 
from South Africa to enjoy the music, a 
meal, and to share a song or two of their 
own after the 7pm break. They represent 
the Bokamoso Center which means 
ȰÆÕÔÕÒÅȢȱ  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Friday   01/15  6:00-9:00pm  Jazz Night in Southwest  - 11TH ANNIVERSARY!  

Saturday   01/16  10:00am  Presbytery Meeting - ( First Presbyterian, Arlington, VA )   

Sunday   01/17  11:00am   2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Monday   01/18 6:00-9:00pm  Blues Monday  

Tuesday   01/19  6:30pm   Safeway Task Force Meeting  

   6:30pm   Deacons Mtg. (Bonnie Harris s)  

Wednesday  01/20  2:30-8:00pm  Wellness Wednesday  

   7:00-8:00pm  N.A.  

Friday   01/22  6:00 - 9:00pm  Jazz Night in Southwest  

Sunday   01/24  11:00am   Worship  

   12noon   New Committee Organizing  

Monday   01/25  6:00-9:00pm  Blue Monday Blues  

Tuesday   01/26  7:30 - 9:00pm  Townhouse Dev. III Annual Mtg.  

Wednesday  01/27  2:30 - 8:00pm  Wellness Wednesday  

   7:00 - 8:00pm  N.A.  

Friday   01/29  6:00 - 9:00pm  Jazz Night in Southwest  

Saturday  01/30  10:00-12:00pm  CBCC Meeting  

   10:00-12:00pm  TAJ Planning Meeting  
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